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More Years of Military Rule Ahead

Chile’s Junta Bent on Depoliticizihg Institutions in

¢ hetes inilities juntie begins ite secand
yo e with nn upflapping defermioation to
& potticur ha Leantin ' institutions
b foorse prtdemng shem to civiling hande,

Ve prodpsat  for at feash sevcral more
of ey governnient, but the
sier &1 thatiritle i3 evolving. Conses-

¢v wvng for influence with
asderate poprlits, and jubts President
Prsen el popeicds ta hove assumed a
weddiatme gode 0 :

[hete bjud d Jaiences infouttook have
oained Mol the arface, o part
Tu s of 22 RetA appreciatiom of the vm-
per e 41 miaintaining armed forces
ety and In pan heonse the mifitany’s
plans far detarmi ate b bit Vapue. There
e, nevatndeds, been iimited moves
s ardd lesy anstefe ecanomic policies and
+ters iron-bsted divle of goverament.

The «de s prapacy of frinochet and
the army was rihiwde formad in June when
1he Statitte ot theitos érning Junta vested
bro.d execitive pawets in its president
and declaedd hibe “supreme chiel of the
nator.” Sdon afictwards. the army was
warned fibe; cabitiet - pasts, with only
tnee given{to cieh’of the alher services
and thred 1 eivilinns, Although
Piaochet's pretopatiies remain restricted,
e s madé theimaost of his position.

Econninic Trouhiex

I‘inuclmi announced on Scptember
{1--the waniverbary jof the military
1ake over—ihut the governmeént was move
ing 1o arrest the ectine in redl wages that
fas hrought hardship to workers, es.
peciatty those ut the lower end of the in-
come seate, :Most inconten have failed to
keep pawe with spiraling prices, despite 8
xetics of wage increases and bonuses.

The new guverhment policy calls for

tic quarterly wage adj to
heep pice with the cot of Nving, This
provision appears to be a ‘victory for
modcrate officers 'who have boen urging
that political factors be given more weight

yeu

in coonomic poticy muking, |

The wape adjustients will belp prevent
di with i tity from
heing dated into genersi

. NI, i
Junta President Pinochet (L} &
Sanriago earlice this monrh

violations of these policies. The
government’s impasition of new state of
siege provisions casts doubt on whethet
ending (he state of internal war will have
significant effect on government
pracedures involving prisoners, trials, and
appeals.

Pinochet in his speech called for closer
cooperation between the armed forces and
the public and for increased civilinn par-
ticipation in the government. This call
may rosult in offers of government posis

to 7 7
Distrust of peoforsional politiclans in

 general, hypersensitivity to criticism, and

a preference for the military way make it
unlikely that the junts will seck support of

PP to
the govetnmient, tut they will hinder the
fight apainst inflation, the country’s most
pressing evohomic problem. |

The inflation rate in July and August
watn somewhint below the monthly average
for the fiest hatf of 1974, I the lower rate
in muintained, inNution for the year will
total about 350 percent, compared with
the 710 perceni registered in 1973,

Overall, Chite’s economic outlook i
choudeu by falling world copper prices.
Production will incresuse next year, but if

ized parties.

Right-wing civilian advisers to the
militsry government had hoped to
channet the considerable amount of pop-
uiar  goodwill im0 &  non-partisan
“national civicmilitary movement,” but
Pinochet—perhaps because of military
oppsition to this idea—made fo mention
of it in his anniversary speech.

‘The Christisn Democratic Party, once
Chile's largest, remains divided and in dis-
atray. I is disheartened by such govern-

P

HE [ _
nd Alr Force Chief Gustavo Leigh

: ment statements as Pinochet's declaration

- thal political parties are the “symbats of
national divisivencss and decny™ and that
their activitics will have 1o be suspended

- for many more ycars. Christian
D Ic leaders seem d that a
posture of neutrality toward the military
government is the best they can make of a
difficult situation. The military does not

; want an’open break with the party and
neems content with its nebulous atatus.

) o The

Opponition
Some Chileans ure implucably opposed
. 1o the military povernment. The major
. fefuist groups, which huve suffered most
since the downlsll of Allende, are trying
to reorganize, but the process has been
. halting at best. Factional divisions similar
* 10 those that impeded unified leftist action
during the Allende years now complicate
an already difficult underground ex-
intence.
. Mot leRists in Chile believe that wrm-
* od violence would be counterproductive,
but extremists do not sccept this view,
Weapons are availubie to those inclined to
“wse them. but uny plans for action
! prohubly huve heen set back by govern-
ment inits i

:
Second Year
spainst potentia] terrorists,

Leftist exites huve boen busy seeking
forcign suppart, trying (0 form new
cosltionz, aml thinking of ways 10 harasy
the junta frami abrowd, but few appedr
anxious to return to their country and
fight. '

Concern About IPeru

Peeu's militars buildup and revanchist
ideas about the territory tuet to Chile in
the War af the Pacific (1879-IXKX) 15 the
junta's hippest Forcipn pobiey heudache.
Clule's main concern in this situatinn is s
i to match Pory’s recent atms ac-
yuisitions—especdly Soviet tanks—with
madern arms of its own.

Chilean military men are keenly disap-
poiated over the difficulty they have had
in obtaining arms from the US, their chiel
supplicr. The nrmed forces helicve thist by
ousting Alznde’s Marcist repime they not
only sived their own country hut they sl
inflicted a defeat upon international com-
munism for which the emire free
world—cspevially  the  US—should  be
pratelul.

The Chileans find US hesitation about
certain defensive  weapons  particularly
galling in light of continued LS arms
aales to Soviet-supplied Peru.

These frustrations are leading the
government to look elsewhere for arms.
The juntu realizes it can it afford a
scrious deteriurtion of relations with the
US, however, and wants (o keep ties as
strong as ponsible.

With this in mind, smicable settlements
have been made in the case of two US
copper mines expropriated in the Allende
years: ncgutiations are progressing on the
third, :

On the other hand, imernational
hostility toward the junta remains strong,
and there will he times when Chile’s effort
(0 avoid isolation muy lesd Santiago ta
side with the nonaligned nntiuns sgainst
the “superpowers,” especially on
economic isues, .

Owtlook
1F all goes ressonably well for the junta,
military rule in Chile could be more
humanistic in its second year. The trend in
this direction is at best tenuous, however,
and it could be turned around by:
« Economic reverses and an erosion
of popular support,
@ LeRist violence and & harsh rence
tion to it.
® Death at incapucity of Pinochet,
which could jeud to army-navy [rice

tions over the junta .
« A confrontation with Pers, .

prices remain low, export will
drop. Food is also & problem. Storm
damage and delayad pluntings will meana
continued need for a million tons of im-
poried wheat. : !

With the price of imported fuet high,
large foecign credits and another debt
sotlover will be required to prevent a
scrious hulance-of-payments deficit next
year. : i
" Huean Rights

Pinachet. in his anniversary speech,
declared thut the government was ready
to release many pulitical prisoners, and
chalicnged Cutue and the Soviet Union to
do fikewise. Some prisoniers are now heing
relcaned. .

The guvernment fecognizes that its
epressive poicies huve hurt Chile's inter-
national stunding. lts subsoquent Inability
10 purchase arms from the usual suppliers
has been » key factor in prompting the
junta to curb abuses of human rights.

Pinochet has also forhidden torture,
pledeed an end (o summary executions,
and declared that overzealous security of-
fwers will he seversly punished, Denth
wenences decrecd by the military courts

are not heing carrled oul, many fong
prison senteces hive been reduced.
There cantinue to be reports of
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